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CITY OF PASADENA

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES

PASADENA CITY HALL
100 NORTH GARFIELD AVENUE

CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBER - S249

MAY 15, 2019
REGULAR MEETING

The Chair called the regular meeting of the Public Safety Committee
to order at 6:21 p.m.

Councilmember John J. Kennedy (Chair)
Mayor Terry Tornek

Vice Mayor Tyron Hampton
Councilmember Steve Madison

Steve Mermell, City Manager

Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney
John Perez, Police Chief

Bertral Washington, Fire Chief

Wendell Eaton, Fire Battalion Chief
Israel Del Toro, Senior Project Manager
Valerie Flores, Recording Secretary

Steve Mulheim, Old Pasadena Management Association, expressed
his appreciation for the City’s efforts in addressing homelessness
issues but cited his continued concerns regarding an increased
occurrence of homeless/mental health incidents taking place in Old
Town Pasadena, and the lack of ability to address these issues.

POLICE CHIEF’S MONTHLY REPORT

The Chair announced the new Sergeant-at-Arms, Sergeant Jon
Buchholz, and extended his appreciation to Sergeant Roger Roldan
for his service as the previous Sergeant-at-Arms.

John Perez, Police Chief, provided an oral presentation on the agenda
item, and responded to questions.

The Chair thanked Chief Perez for his continued leadership and for
strategically responding to the serious issues confronting the
Pasadena community.

The following individuals provided comments and/or questions
regarding Assembly Bill (AB) 392, and/or expressed concerns with the
two officers involved in the altercation with Mr. Christopher Ballew and
their continued employment with the City:

Kris Ockershauser, ACLU
Vincent De Stefano, ACLU

In response to Vice Mayor Hampton, Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City
Attorney, noted that the case involving the two Pasadena Officers and
Mr. Ballew is still under litigation and no additional information is
available at this time.

05/15/2019



NEW BUSINESS

02

Vice Mayor Hampton expressed his concerns with the rise of sexual
assaults linked to online dating, and asked City staff to consider a
public education campaign on how to stay safe when participating in
online dating. He also expressed concerns with gunshots being fired
in his district and witnesses not willing to come forward, and asked the
Police Chief to consider ways to address these issues, and
acknowledged his ongoing efforts in building police-community
relationships.

In response, the Chief noted he would reach out to Peace Over
Violence, a nonprofit organization, on collaborative efforts to circulate
information/tips on how to stay safe while using online dating and
dating apps.

On order of the Chair, and by consensus of the Committee, the
information was received and filed.

ACKNOWLEDGE THE PASADENA FIRE DEPARTMENT’S
REPORT REGARDING PERFORMANCE OF  ANNUAL
INSPECTIONS PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 13146.2 AND 13146.3
OF THE CALIFORNIA HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE

Fire Chief Bertral Washington, introduced the agenda item, and
Wendell Eaton, Fire Battalion Chief, provided a PowerPoint
presentation reviewing the agenda item, and responded to questions.

The Mayor and Councilmember Madison spoke on the importance of
having available resources to carry out inspections in order to meet
state requirements, and the need to consider full cost recovery
options. It was also noted that the staff report was helpful in outlining
the performance of fire inspections, but that the percentage of
inspections completed was concerning, and for staff to anticipate
further discussion on this matter.

In response to questions, Javan Rad, Chief Assistant City Attorney,
stated that staff would review state requirements to determine what if
any legal liabilities/consequences may occur if inspections are not
completed as required by the law.

The City Manager noted that City staff would compile the performance
record of the surrounding cities to provide comparative data.

Following discussion, it was moved by Counciimember Madison,
seconded by Vice Mayor Hampton, to approve staffs
recommendation, and forward the item to the full City Council for
consideration. (Motion unanimously carried) (Absent: None)

AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH DONALD
MACDONALD ARCHITECTS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND DESIGN
SERVICES OF THE COLORADO STREET BRIDGE - SUICIDE
MITIGATION ENHANCEMENTS PROJECT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT
TO EXCEED $500,00 AND AMENDMENT TO FY 2019 CIP BUDGET

It was moved by Counciimember Madison, seconded by Mayor
Tornek, to approve staff's recommendation, and forward the item to
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the full City Council for consideration. (Motion unanimously carried)
(Absent: None).

OVERVIEW OF CODE COMPLIANCE PROGRAM

Israel Del Toro, Senior Project Manager, provided a PowerPoint
presentation reviewing the agenda item, and responded to questions.

The City Manager and Committee members expressed thanks,
appreciation, and gratitude to Mr. Del Toro, Senior Project Manager,
for his responsiveness to Council and the community, and for his
continued leadership and professionalism.

Following discussion, on order of the Chair, and by consensus of the
Committee, the information was received and filed.

On the order of the Chair, the regular meeting of the Public Safety
Committee was adjourned at 7:52 p.m.

ic Safety Committee
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